Can dialyzer membrane selection affect outcomes in patients with acute kidney injury requiring dialysis?
The choice of dialyzer membrane may potentially affect not only solute clearances but also blood-dialyzer interactions. Although on one hand alteration of the dialyzer surface or pore size to increase inflammatory mediator loss may potentially be beneficial for patients with acute kidney injury (AKI), dialyzer membrane interactions, which precipitate intradialytic hypotension, may worsen AKI. Several years ago cellulosic membrane dialyzers were shown to reduce both patient survival and renal recovery in patients with AKI. This review looks at the earlier studies of dialyzer membrane choice and outcomes in AKI, besides discussing the newer developments in membrane technology for patients with AKI.